
BACKGROUND & METHOD

FINDINGS

SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

ABORIGINAL YOUTH WERE 
SIGNIFICANTLY MORE LIKELY TO BE 
INCARCERATED THAN THEIR NON-
ABORIGINAL PEERS.

• This study looked at the likelihood of being incarcerated among street-involved youth in 
Vancouver.

• Specifically, it considered a number of factors that are known to increase the risk of being 
incarcerated—such as use of illegal drugs, homelessness, and engaging in drug dealing—and 
after accounting for these various risk factors, looked to see if Aboriginal youth were still more 
likely to be incarcerated.

• Between September 2005 and May 2013, we spoke to 1,050 youth as part of the At-Risk Youth 
Study—24% of this sample identified as being of Aboriginal ancestry.

• Every six months we ask youth if they had spent a night or more in detention, prison, or jail.
• Youth were also asked about their drug use patterns, housing situations, and engagement in 

illegal activities.

DISCRIMINATION MAY BE LINKED TO ELEVATED RISK OF INCARCERATION AMONG 
ABORIGINAL STREET-INVOLVED YOUTH

IMPLICATIONS

• Over our study period, 36% of youth reported that they had been 
incarcerated.

• Despite accounting for gender, drug use patterns, engagement in 
drug dealing, as well as other factors that may increase the risk of 
incarceration, Aboriginal youth were still significantly more likely to be 
incarcerated than their non-Aboriginal peers.

• These findings may mean that Aboriginal youth experience 
discrimination from law enforcement and the court systems.

• Greater attention to the potential role of institutional discrimination in 
the criminal justice system is warranted.

• There is a potential for the criminal justice system to work with 
Aboriginal communities and organizations to identify ways to address 
institutional discrimination and prevent Aboriginal youth from 
becoming incarcerated.
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