
BACKGROUND

REASONS FOR STUDY

SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

AN INCREASING NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS IN THE 
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE HAVE 
FACED EVICTION DUE TO RENT 
INCREASES, RENOVATIONS, AND 
REDEVELOPMENT.

• This study will examine how evictions impact people who use drugs living in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside and develop evidence critical to informing the response to this community 
challenge.

• The Urban Health Research Initiative of the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, Vancouver 
Area Network of Drug Users (VANDU), and Pivot Legal Society have come together to undertake 
this community-based participatory research study to examine the impact of evictions on 
health and social outcomes among people who use drugs in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. 
This unique community-academic partnership builds upon the respective strengths of these 
organizations in public health research, community activism, and legal advocacy to provide a 
platform for action to address the health and social harms resulting from evictions. This study is 
funded by the Vancouver Foundation.

RESEARCH: EXPLORING THE HEALTH AND SOCIAL IMPACTS OF EVICTIONS AMONG 
PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS LIVING IN VANCOUVER’S DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

(THE EVICTIONS STUDY)

GOALS

• The Downtown Eastside is home to more than 5,000 people who use drugs 
and the majority of Vancouver’s low-income housing, primarily in the form of 
single room occupancy hotels. Since 2009, development and rising rents have 
contributed to significant reductions in low-income housing in the Downtown 
Eastside. Average monthly rents at single room occupancy hotels have increased 
from $398 to $468 over this period, while the monthly shelter allowance for 
people receiving social assistance in BC has remained unchanged at $375. 
Meanwhile, many single room occupancy hotels have been redeveloped, with 
upgraded rooms renting for $600 to 800 per month. During this period, an 
increasing number of people who use drugs in the Downtown Eastside have 
faced eviction due to rent increases, renovations, and redevelopment.

• While previous research has documented the devastating health and social 
impacts of homelessness and housing vulnerability on people who use drugs, 
the impacts of evictions have not been systematically studied. This lack of 
research evidence has hampered efforts to develop evidence-based strategies to 
respond effectively to this urgent community challenge.

• To document mechanisms used to evict people who use drugs in the 
Downtown Eastside, and examine the legality and constitutionality of 
these practices and policies.

• To examine the impact of evictions on health and social outcomes 
among people who use drugs, including but not limited to drug-
related risks and access to health care services.

• To promote evidence-based policies and interventions to improve 
access to housing and minimize adverse impacts associated with 
eviction among people who use drugs.
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