
BACKGROUND & METHOD

FINDINGS

SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

EVEN WITH FREE ACCESS TO HIV/
AIDS CARE, HIV CONTINUES TO 
PLAY A ROLE IN RATE OF DEATH 
AMONG PWID.

• The study looked at the impact of HIV on rate of death, or mortality, over time among people who 
inject drugs (PWID) in a setting with free HIV/AIDS care, called “antiretroviral therapy” (ART).

• More than 2,200 PWID in Vancouver were followed for over five years.
• They were regularly asked about their drug use and other risk behaviours.
• This study also looked at rate and causes of death among this population between 1996 and 

2011.

ROLE OF HIV ON MORTALITY AMONG PEOPLE WHO INJECT DRUGS IN A SETTING 
WITH FREE HIV/AIDS CARE

IMPLICATIONS

• During the study period, nearly 8% of PWID contracted HIV, and 21.5% 
died.

• HIV-positive were more likely than HIV-negative PWID to die from any 
cause.

• Even with free HIV/AIDS care and decreasing rate of death overall, the 
effect of HIV on rate of death among PWID did not change.

• Cause of death for HIV-positive individuals moved away from AIDS 
related illnesses and accidents (e.g., overdose) to other long-lasting 
illnesses commonly seen in an aging HIV-negative population (e.g., 
infections, tumours, lung disease, heart disease, etc.).

• There is a need to promote HIV prevention services and safe injection 
practices to prevent HIV and other infections among PWID.

• Once HIV-positive PWID are started on ART, prevention efforts should 
focus on managing risk factors for other illnesses commonly seen 
among PWID, such as infections, tumours, lung disease, and heart 
disease.
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