
BACKGROUND & METHOD

FINDINGS

SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

THIS STUDY HIGHLIGHTS THE 
IMPORTANT ROLE THAT THIS 
FACILITY PLAYS IN FACILITATING 
ACCESS TO SUPERVISED DRUG 
CONSUMPTION SERVICES FOR 
HIGH-RISK DRUG USERS.

• North America’s only legally sanctioned supervised injection facility (Insite) opened in Vancouver, 
Canada in 2003 under an exemption to federal drug laws, which imposes operating regulations 
that prohibit assisted injections. This is despite the fact people who require assistance injecting 
are at an increased risk of HIV infection and drug scene violence.

• In 2009, the Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users (VANDU) launched a peer-run supervised 
drug consumption facility to serve people who require assistance injecting or encounter other 
barriers to accessing Insite.

• This qualitative study was undertaken to explore the impact of this facility.
• Between September and December 2011, the researchers interviewed 23 people who use this 

facility (12 men and 11 women). They asked people why they used this facility and what it was like 
to use there. The researchers also spent more than 50 hours at this facility to see how it operates.

A QUALITATIVE STUDY OF A PEER-RUN ‘UNSANCTIONED’ SUPERVISED DRUG 
CONSUMPTION FACILITY IN VANCOUVER, CANADA

IMPLICATIONS

• Over the course of the study, the researchers learned that this peer-
run supervised drug consumption facility:
• Increased access to supervised drug consumption services 

for high risk drug-using populations (i.e., people who require 
assistance injecting),

• Promoted safety by decreasing exposure to drug scene violence 
among highly marginalized drug users (e.g., women and people 
with disabilities),

• Minimized many risks associated with assisted injections by 
providing this service in a safe environment, and

• Provided an opportunity for drug users to receive peer- based 
support, including peer-based education on safer drug use 
practices.

• This study demonstrates the effectiveness of a peer- run supervised 
drug consumption facility in promoting safer drug use practices.

• This study highlights the need for changes in practices to allow 
supervised drug consumption services to accommodate a greater 
range of drug users.
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