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FINDINGS

SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

AS THE USE OF CRACK COCAINE INCREASED, THE RISK OF HIV INFECTION AMONG PEOPLE WHO 
FREQUENTLY SMOKED CRACK COCAINE ALSO INCREASED.

• In recent years, Canadian cities have witnessed explosive increases in the use of crack cocaine. Although smoking drugs is generally considered to be 
less damaging than injecting drugs, previous research has shown crack cocaine to be a particularly harmful substance.

• To better understand some of the impacts of increasing crack cocaine use on the health of drug users living in Vancouver, researchers looked at 
patterns of crack cocaine smoking and HIV infection rates among 1,048 injection drug users surveyed regularly between May 1996 to December 2005. 
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CRACK COCAINE SMOKING LINKED WITH HIV INFECTION

IMPLICATIONS

• The researchers found that as the use of crack cocaine increased, 
the risk of HIV infection among people who frequently smoked crack 
cocaine also increased. 

• Specifically, from December 2002 to December 2005, individuals who 
reported smoking crack cocaine on a daily basis were more than four 
times more likely to become infected with HIV compared to drug-using 
peers who smoked crack cocaine less often or not at all. 

• This study clearly shows that novel HIV prevention efforts should be 
targeted towards crack cocaine-using populations. 

• Currently, many of the low-threshold HIV prevention and health 
promotion programs available in Vancouver are designed primarily 
for injection drug users and do not fully service the unique needs of 
people who smoke crack cocaine. 

• To address this gap, innovative interventions with crack-specific 
measures are needed. In particular, supervised inhalation facilities 
create opportunities for health workers to engage with people who 
smoke crack cocaine, and the potential for this intervention to link 
crack cocaine users with necessary health, social, and addiction 
treatment services should be urgently evaluated.
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