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SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

STREET-INVOLVED YOUTH WERE FOUND TO BE OVER 160 TIMES MORE LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN IN 
GOVERNMENT CARE THAN THE GENERAL YOUTH POPULATION.

• This study compares the likelihood of street-involved youth being in government care (foster care, group home, detention centre) to that of youth in the 
general population and it looked at what conditions and behaviours were related to having a history of being in government care.

• 937 youth, between ages 14 and 26, were asked about their experiences with the child welfare system, as well as their drug use and other behaviours.
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STREET-INVOLVED YOUTH HAVE A HIGH LIKELIHOOD OF 
BEING IN GOVERNMENT CARE

IMPLICATIONS

• 49% of the participants reported being in government care at some 
point in their childhood. This is 163 times greater than Canadian youth 
in general.

• Youth with histories of being in care were more likely to be of 
Aboriginal ancestry; use hard drugs at a younger age; have 
experienced physical abuse; have a parent who drank heavily or used 
drugs; and to not have finished high school.

• Parental support and training programs for at-risk families may 
prevent government involvement and out-of-home placements.

• Children in care may not receive adequate support, which may affect 
their ability to complete high school and add to a greater likelihood of 
using drugs.

• High rates of Aboriginal children in government care call for services 
that include connecting children to their communities and culture.

• Independent living programs and extensions in care may better help 
youth transition to independence.

Barker B, Kerr T, Alfred GT, Fortin M, Nguyen P, Wood E, DeBeck K. High prevalence of exposure to 
child welfare system among street-involved youth in a Canadian setting: Implications for policy 
and practice. BMC Public Health, 2014; 14: 197-204.

http://bccsu.ca/
http://bccsu.ca/
http://www.ubc.ca/
http://helpstpauls.com/
http://www.providencehealthcare.org/
http://cfenet.ubc.ca/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24564822
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24564822
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24564822

