
BACKGROUND & METHOD

FINDINGS

SUMMARY

QUICK FACT

41% OF THE STREET-INVOLVED 
YOUTH INTERVIEWED REPORTED 
THAT THEY HAD INJECTED ILLICIT 
DRUGS.

• Compared to the general population, street-involved youth face a variety of health-related risks 
and challenges. These include higher rates of mental illness, blood-borne infections, sexually 
transmitted infections, and violence. 

• There are also concerns regarding high-risk drug use among street-involved youth. In particular, 
given the associated risks for HIV and hepatitis C infection, researchers are interested in learning 
more about the initiation of injection drug use within this group.

• Researchers conducted a study to assess how common injection drug use is among a group 
of drug-using street-involved youth in Vancouver. It also aimed to identify the risks and harms 
related to injecting drugs. 

• To answer these questions, between September 2005 and November 2007 researchers surveyed 
560 street-involved youth ages 14 to 26 who had recently used illicit drugs other than marijuana. 

ALARMING RATES OF INJECTION DRUG USE AMONG STREET-INVOLVED YOUTH

IMPLICATIONS

• Of the street-involved youth surveyed, 230 (41%) participants reported 
that they had injected illicit drugs. 

• These youth, when compared to youth who had never injection drugs, 
were more likely to be older in age, to be involved in sex work, to have 
had a non-fatal overdose experience, and to have contracted the 
hepatitis C virus. 

• This alarmingly high number of street-involved youth who are already 
injecting illicit drugs reinforces the need to give this issue much 
greater attention. 

• Interventions that prevent the initiation of injecting among street-
involved youth are needed, including those that target individuals 
(e.g., addiction treatment), as well as those that address the broader 
social, structural, and environmental determinants of injection drug 
use. 

• Future efforts should include delivering prevention interventions to 
high-risk street youth not yet exposed to injecting, as well as efforts 
to minimize the risks and harms experienced by street-involved youth 
who already inject drugs.
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