
Patient has DSM-5 confirmed AUD and is interested in treatment. 
Pre-screen: Has patient consumed alcohol in the past 30 days?

Administer PAWSS

Does patient meet the criteria for
outpatient treatment?

Consider prescribing non-
benzodiazepines: carbamazepine, 
gabapentin, or clonidine.

If benzodiazepine is prescribed (not 
preferred): Prescribe fixed-dose, short 
course. Monitor patient frequently for 
signs of continued alcohol use/relapse.

Continuing Care
Offer AUD pharmacotherapy. Refer to psychosocial and community resources.

Continuing Care
Offer AUD pharmacotherapy. Refer to
psychosocial and community resources.

High risk of severe complications of
alcohol withdrawal

Refer to inpatient facility* for supervised
withdrawal management.

* If inpatient facility is not
available/accessible:
Home visits or withdrawal
programs, ”DayTox” 
intensive outpatient 
programs, connection to 
community pharmacist, 
or close supervision by 
family member may be 
appropriate at clinician 
discretion.
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