
How did COVID-19 change 
the drug supply?

LAB CONFIRMATORY TESTING

WHAT DID WE DO?

We looked at fentanyl concentrations in drug checking 
samples and compared them before and during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

WHAT WE USED:

FOURIER TRANSFORM 
INFRARED  

SPECTROSCOPY (FTIR)



WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
Disruption to the fentanyl supply during 

the COVID-19 pandemic makes drugs more 
unpredictable. This can put people at an increased 

risk of overdose and other substance-related harms.
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Pre-COVID-19: Fentanyl levels in 
the drug supply were variable 
but somewhat consistent over 
time.

WHAT WE FOUND:

OPEN 

 ACCESS

This study was conducted on behalf of 
our community drug checking partners 
across British Columbia.

During COVID-19: Fentanyl 
levels in the drug supply 
increased quickly and 
varied greatly  


