
Are fentanyl concentrations 
changing over time?

WHAT DID WE DO?
We looked at how fentanyl concentrations change in 
Vancouver drug checking opioid samples over time and 
if these same trends were present in the blood of people 
who died from fentanyl poisoning.

WHAT WE USED:

FOURIER TRANSFORM 
INFRARED  SPECTROSCOPY (FTIR)



WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
Rising fentanyl concentrations in opioid samples 

increases the risk for people who use unregulated 
opioids. This changing factor is important to 

remember when considering patterns in drug toxicity.

www.drugcheckingbc.ca

WHAT WE FOUND:

Click here to access the full article!

!

Fentanyl concentrations in 
opioid samples increased from 
2020 through 2022

High concentrations of fentanyl were 
more common in people’s blood 
after 2020 

Blood concentrations of fentanyl 
were unreliable and the average 
decreased over time

https://academic.oup.com/ajeadvances/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajeadv/uuaf008/8246611?login=false

